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stake. The hope that some Baluchi clans might support his cause
sustained his morale. The going was fairly easy till the party reach-
ed Mustang* and pitched their tents there for a breather. It was
here that one of Askari's Uzbeg scouts, Chippi Bahadur,** came
galloping to forewarn Humayun that an attack by the Mirza was
imminent. "I am an old servant of the Padshah. Loyalty impells
me to reveal that Mirza Askari is marching towards Mustang at
the head of a sizable force. He is under orders from Mirza
Kamran to capture the Emperor and send him to Kabul in chains.
There is no time to lose. It is of utmost urgency that the Emperor
leaves this camp immediately. My services are at his disposal/'
said Chippi Bahadur to Bairam Khan.***
The Khan realized the gravity of the 'situation, and hurried
to tie royal tent through a secret passage to advise Humayun to
flee to safety along with the young Empress. At first reluctant,
Humayun accepted the suggestion. Hamida Banu Begum was
woken up and asked to get ready for a dash to the hills nearby.
"How about Akbar?" she inquired impatiently. The Emperor
replied: "The cold is intense. The journey ahead is hazardous in the
extreme. The prince will not be able to stand the strain. We will
leave him to the care of God. Have no fears. The great Allah will
protect him."
With tears rolling down her cheeks, Hamida gave a parting hug
to her one-year old son, and walked out to take the pillion seat on
her husband's horse. It was not the time for her to ride separately.
She would not have been able to keep pace with the party.
The couple galloped out of the camp shortly after midnight. They
were accompanied by forty trusted followers. Chippi Bahadur was
one of them. Besides Hamida, the only other lady to accompany
Humayun was Ayshek Aka, daughter of a Baluchi chief.
Humayun fled to the hills, leaving all the baggage and valuables
behind. When in the early hours of the morning the advance guard
of Askari's force reached the camp, they were sorely disappointed
to find that the Emperor had fled. "The bird has flown away," they
told Askari when be reached the camp a couple of hours later.
Feigning surprise at the action of Humayun, Askari declared
*Near the present site of Quetta.
**Referrec! to in some history books as Jai Bahadur.
***Bairain Khan was with thfr imperial army at Qanauj.  He rejoined
at Jvm after surmounting great hardships.